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Haykel BEN MAHFOUDH is currently a Full Professor of International Law and 
Constitutional Law at the Faculty of legal, political and social sciences of Tunis (since 
2009). He holds a PhD in international humanitarian Law from the University of 
Carthage, Tunisia (2005). He is also a visiting professor at various foreign universities 
and academic institutions, such as the University of Siena (Italy), University of Saint-
Joseph (Beirut, Lebanon), University of Aix-Marseille (France), University of Lyon 3 
(France). In addition to his teaching duties, he is also the Director of the Center for 

Research in International and European Law and Euro-Maghreb Relations at the same College of Law. 

As a specialist in international humanitarian law, constitutional law and human rights-related issues, his 
research work focuses mainly on constitution-building processes, security sector reform, regional 
security issues, and democratic transitions in the Arab world. 

He has extensive expertise (over 20 years) in security sector reform (SSR), acting as a senior advisor for 
a number of specialized international organizations. 

 

 Jean-Pierre CASSARINO holds a Ph.D. in social and political sciences. He 
teaches and conducts research on migration matters at the College of Europe 
(Natolin, Poland) where he works as Senior Research Fellow in the European 
Neighbourhood Policy Chair. Prior to this, he was part-time professor at the 
Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies (European University Institute, 
Florence) where he supervised and managed interdisciplinary research projects 
on migration matters, mobilizing EU and non-EU partner institutions (Middle 

East, Africa and the Caucasus). In the course of his academic career, he has also worked for the ITC-ILO 
(Turin, Italy).  

His research interests focus on patterns of international cooperation and modes of norm diffusion and 
policy transfers in dynamic regional consultative processes, especially with reference to the 
"management" of migration and borders. He is most interested in comparatively analyzing policy design 
and implementation as well as how policy transfers are administered (and often readjusted) through 
processes of bilateral and multilateral consultations between the EU and third countries.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 Daria DAVITTI holds a PhD in Law and LLM (Master in Law, with specialization 
in Human Rights) from the University of Nottingham (UK), where she is 
currently Assistant Professor at the School of Law (on leave of absence) and 
the Head of the Human Rights Law Centre's Forced Migration Unit. She is 
currently a postdoctoral researcher at Lund University, Faculty of Law (Sweden) 
where she leads the Liquid Borders research project which examines EU 
migration policies of externalization, cooperation with third countries, 

privatization and development aid for migration. The project considers how these policies contribute to 
the 'liquidity' of the EU border, and the implications in terms of responsibility for breaches of international 
law. The theoretical framework underpinning this project is set out in her article 'Biopolitical Borders and 
the State of Exception in the European Migration 'Crisis'', published in the European Journal of 
International Law, issue 29(4) of 2019, and is further developed in various forthcoming publications. 

 

Valeria HÄNSEL works in the EU Horizon 2020 research project RESPOND Multilevel 
Governance of Migration. She does her doctorate at the Institute for Cultural 
Anthropology/ European Ethnology at the Georg-August University of Göttingen, 
Germany on the reconfiguration of the European Border Regime in the Aegean. Since 
2016, she regularly visits Lesvos Island for field research. Valeria Hänsel is a member 
of the Network for Critical Migration and Border Regime Studies and the board of the 
research association deportation monitoring aegean.bordermonitoring.eu. She graduated 

in the master programme Peace and Conflict Studies at the Philipps University Marburg.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


